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Chinese Finance Association of America proudly presents 

CFAA Distinguished Speaker Series: 

 “Sources of Global Divergence and the Coming  

Era of Dissonance” 

- The Outlook of the Global Economy 

Featuring 

 

 
 

Bluford Putnam, Ph.D. 

Chief Economist 
CME Group 

 

Wednesday, October 12, 2011 

5:00 p.m. - 7:00 p.m. 

The Union League Club of Chicago 

Colonial Room 830, 8th Floor 

65 West Jackson Blvd 

Chicago, Illinois 
 

      Agenda:  5:00 – 5:30pm Registration 
5:30 – 6:00pm Networking  

                                            6:00 – 6:40pm Speech by Dr. Blu Putnam 
6:40 – 7:00pm Q&A 

 

Fee: CFAA Member – $8; Non-CFAA Member with online payment - $13; Walk-ins - $18 
 

Pay Online Now 
 

Note:   -    Business casual attire is required, shirts with collar, no jeans or sneakers allowed. 
-     No refunds will be issued unless the event is canceled.   
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- CFAA members are defined as those who submitted CFAA membership forms and fees with 
confirmation from CFAA Board of Directors. 

 

 

 

Speaker’s Bio: 

 

Blu Putnam joined the CME Group in May 2011, after a 35 year career on Wall Street.  His 

career started back in the mid-1970s at the Federal Reserve Bank of New York, moved to 

investment banking with Morgan Stanley in the 1980s, to asset management in the 1990s 

as a CIO for equities with Bankers Trust and later for global macro and mortgage hedge 

funds for CDC Investments, and finally in the 2000s to private economic and global portfolio 

risk consulting before joining the CME Group. 

Blu’s intellectual history has always placed him in the middle of global economic and 

financial challenges.  His early career on the sell-side of Wall Street was focused on 

exchange rates, global bonds, and energy.  His work in asset management later in his 

career found him embracing Bayesian quantitative methods, adding equities and mortgages 

to his skills set, and focusing on global cross-asset class portfolio risk management.  This 

backgrounds provides Blu with firsthand practical knowledge of many of the CME client 

segments as well as most CME products. 

Blu has 5 books to his credit, as well as numerous articles in academic journals and the 

business press. 
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About CFAA 

Chinese Finance Association of America (CFAA) is an independent not-for-profit, non-partisan organization committed to 

promoting educational and cultural exchange among finance professionals between the United States and Greater China through 

facilitating communication and the exchange of ideas in the financial industry. Incorporated and headquartered in Chicago, 

Illinois, CFAA is aimed to serve Chinese finance professionals and others who are interested in the financial industry of Greater 

China. Please visit our website www.ChineseFinanceAssociation.org for more information about CFAA. To become a CFAA 

member, or to renew your CFAA membership and make your membership payment, please go to the membership section on our 

website. If you are interested in the volunteering opportunities at CFAA, please submit the volunteer and staff application form. 

For global career opportunities in finance, please visit our newly launched Online Job Center through our partnership with one of 

the leading global career placement companies eFinancialCareers.com. 


